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All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to the Terminal Disclaimer filed on 3/8/05 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 8-23 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 03 November 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Terminal Disclaimer 

1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on 3/8/05 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of the US Patent 
6,801,459 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

2. Claims 1-7 have been canceled by the Applicant. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 8-23 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fail to disclose a memory controller having a hardwired selection 
device to program the memory controller with a data mask mapping scheme to associate at least 
one data mask with at least one data chunk in a memory module as recited in claims 8-11, and 
18-23. 

The prior art of record further fail to disclose a memory controller including a storage 
device having information to indicate a data mask mapping scheme for the memory controller as 
recited in claims 12-17. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Perego et al (US 6,826,663) disclose a memory system having a coded write 
masking. 

b. Ong et al (US 5,901,105) disclose a DRAM having decoding circuitry for partial 
memory blocks. 

c. Van Doren (US 6, 1 85,654) disclose a phantom resource memory address mapping 
system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-1880. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Elms can be reached on (571) 272-1869. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for impublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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